
Puppets:Education Magic Institute
Integrating Puppets into Learning Environments

An institute for educators, puppeteers, therapists, librarians, parents and puppet enthusiasts
20 PDP’s for 2 full days, certificate of completion for 1 day

1 Graduate credit option through the Northeast Consortium/Salem State College

Wednesday, June 29, 2005, 8:00 am- 9:00 pm & Thursday, June 30, 2005, 8:00 am-6:30 pm
Friday, July 1 for Puppeteers and Teacher Trainers 8:30 am-6:30 pm

LOCATION: Rogers Center for the Performing Arts at Merrimack College, Andover, MA, USA.

DIRECTOR: Judith O’Hare You and Me Puppets & Education Consultant for the Puppeteers of America
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR: Liz Freeman teacher at the Moody School in Lowell, MA
BOSTON AREA GUILD of PUPPETRY ASSOCIATE: Sarah Lamstein Sarah’s Puppets
FACILITATOR FOR TEACHER TRAINING:  Sharon Peck, PHD

Hosted by the Puppet Showplace Theatre (of Brookline) in collaboration with the Boston Area Guild of
Puppetry, The Learning Tree Stores of Stoneham and Danvers, the Northeast Consortium for Staff
Development and the Rogers Center for the Performing Arts at Merrimack College.

History
Puppets:Education Magic was developed by Judith O’Hare and a committee of puppeteers from the Boston
Area Guild of Puppetry (BAGOP) as part of the puppeteers of America National Festival directed by Karen
Larsen and Nancy Laverick and held at MIT, Cambridge in 1989. Workshops, master classes and perform-
ances were presented for educators from schools, libraries, hospitals, museums, religious programs, thera-
peutic programs, camps, recreation and after school programs. PEM was so successful at this festival that
Judith and members of BAGOP in partnership with a number of administrative partners, has continued to
offer this unique training program since 1989. This summer Puppets:Education Magic will become an
Institute and offer 20 hours of intensive training in many aspects of Puppetry in Education and Therapy.
Professional Development Points and one day certificates will be issued by the Learning Tree Stores of
Stoneham and Danvers and participants can select to take PEMI for 1 graduate credit issued by the
Northeast Consortium of Staff Development/Salem State College. 

PEM has recognized authors who have written books on Puppetry in Education and therapy and this year
PEMI will feature the premier of the book Puppetry in Education and Therapy: unlocking doors to the Mind, a
collection of articles written and edited by members of the Puppetry in Education and Therapy committee
of the Puppeteers of America. Many of the authors represented in this book will be present at PEMI.



Overview

Puppets:Education Magic Institute is a multifaceted two day institute designed to people who work in the
area of Puppetry in Education and Therapy the tools they need to use puppetry in their work and/or other
areas of their lives. The Institute includes:

Hands on Workshops
Performances for Children and Families

Evening extension for in-depth experience
Exhibits

Presentation of a new book "Puppets in Education and Therapy: Unlocking Doors to the Mind"
PDP’s or day certificate and Graduate Credit option

Lodging available
Scholarships available

Performances at  1PM

Wednesday June  29, 2005

Everybody Loves Pirates

Eric, Bryan & Robin Torbeck of
The Frogtown Mountain
Puppeteers

Thursday June 30, 2005

The Bremen Town Musicians

Bonny Hall and Jamie Keithline of
Crabgrass Puppet Theater



The Puppet Showplace Theatre
In Brookline, MA is one of the few centers for puppetry in the country. In its intimate 100 seat theatre, PST
offers performances by nationally and internationally acclaimed puppeteers for children, families and
adults. The theatre also develops touring shows, houses a puppet shop, hosts workshops for adults and chil-
dren, and is a major resource in the art of puppetry for puppeteers and the public. PST is home for the
Boston Area Guild of Puppetry, which meets there  throughout the year and maintains a library and direc-
tory of puppeteers who l live and work in New England. For information go to www.puppetshowplace.org
or call 617-731-6400

The Boston Area Guild of Puppetry
was founded in 1961 as a chartered guild of the Puppeteers of America to promote and encourage the art of
puppetry. Members include performers, educators, librarians, social workers, artists, hobbyists, and anyone
with an enthusiasm for puppetry. Members offer performances, workshops, demonstrations, residencies,
puppet therapy, special needs programs, TV/Video performances/productions, and consulting. For more
information go to www.puppetsbostonguild.org

The Learning Tree Stores of Stoneham and Danvers
are more than just stores that sell educational materials, books and toys; the Learning Tree Stores are a place
to come to explore education. There are workshops, window displays, meet the author, experiment with
materials, and share ideas. The newsletter is full of articles, photos, workshop information, news and a pas-
tiche of what is happening in education and how people can participate. The Learning Tree Stores have been
partners with PEM for many years. For information go to www.tltree.com 

The Northeast Consortium for Staff Development is a division of the MA
Department of Education and Salem State College. NEC offers graduate courses and NEC credits in three
semesters during the year. NEC has been the partner that provides the graduate credit for qualifying PEM
participants. For course listings and more information go to www.mec.edu/manchester/NCSD 

THE EXHIBIT: facilitated by David Tolstrup.
The exhibit will include displays of puppets, props,
visual representations of work done in educational
settings with children and adults. All workshop lead-
ers, performers and Institute participant are urged to
submit representations of their work with puppetry
and therapy. Anyone wanting to have something in
the display should contact David To l s t rup at
davidt44@msn.com.



SCHEDULE 

Wednesday, June 29, 2005

8:00-8:30 

8:30-9:00 

9:00- 10:00  

Inside stories: Using puppets to nurture the inner life of children.
Susan, with the help of Audrey Duck, will share her insights and experiences gained from working with
children in medical settings and the ways she uses puppets to help children talk about feelings and gain a
sense of mastery over difficult circumstances.

10:00-10:15 Break     Store open

10:15-12:15 Select 1

12:15-1:00

Registration, Store and exhibit open

Welcome, Joe Callahan,  Puppet Showplace Theatre
and  Judith O’Hare  PEM Director
Susan Linn, PHD and Audrey Duck
Susan Linn is the author of  Consuming Kids, the Hostile  Takeover of Childhood

Lunch… bring a lunch or go to campus café

Bruce Chesse Portland, OR      Author of  Spongees

Winner 1st Puppeteers of America 
Marie McPharland Puppetry in Education Award.
Puppets for the Classroom, construct an open mouth Spongee Puppet   
Materials fee $ 4.00
Hands on experiences in puppet construction and manipulation tech-
niques.  Techniques are geared to a student’s level of experience and
include construction of a soft-sculpture hand and rod puppet or
“Spongees” from polyfoam.

Deborah Costine Southborough, MA
Co-founder The Gerwick Puppets, also BAGOP President
Finding your Puppet’s Voice
In this workshop we will look at the characters in a story and explore how
to find voices that enhance the puppet. Good and well-developed voices
in a puppet show are essential because the audience does not have a
human face with its moving parts to distinguish who is talking. We will
discuss and practice the numerous ways of changing the effect of one's
voice by changing the rhythm and pace, the tone and volume as well as
the use of accents and special techniques created by concentrating on the
muscles in the throat.



1:00-2:00  Performance-  Everybody Loves Pirates Frogtown Mountain Puppeteers

2:00-3:00

2:13- 3:45

3:45-4:00-                         

4:00-5:00

Facilitator: Matthew Bernier Trustee, Puppeteers of America and  Faculty, Eastern Virginia Medical School

Everybody Loves Pirates is the story of a young boy who
finds a treasure map, and decides to set out on a quest to find
his fortune.  Unfortunately he runs into a group of bumbling
pirates who try to thwart his efforts.  Will he succeed? Join in
the hilarious adventure as our hero tries to attain his goal.    

Open to the public - Tickets $10.00  ($5 groups of 20 +) may
be purchased through the Rogers Center for the Performing
Arts, box office. With a Visa, MasterCard or Discover, call the
Rogers Center for the Arts Box Office at 978-837-
5355,Monday-Friday 10AM -4 PM  
RogersCenter@merrimack.edu

Store and exhibit open to the public

Select 1

Break. Store and Exhibit open

Participant Sharing and Premier of the Book:
Puppetry in Education and Therapy: Unlocking Doors to the Mind.

Judith O’Hare You & Me Puppets
Toy Theater, a Powerhouse for Learning
Working with an easy to construct Toy Theater, participants will construct
simple small puppets and scenery, plan a story and perform in the theaters.
This process works with children and it is a powerful stimulus for language
arts and literacy programs. Participants will be able to construct an easy to
make, foldable Toy Theater on Wed. with Agusta Agustusson.

Laura Lewis Drama teacher, Brookline Public Schools/ A teacher’s perspec-
tive
Use Bunraku Puppets to tell Native American Stories
This workshop combines two units of social studies curriculum with social
skills that foster cooperation to bring the power of Native American stories to
life with lifesize Japanese Bunraku puppets. The workshop has been used suc-
cessfully with second, fourth and sixth grade students. Puppets will be pro-
vided, and techniques for making them will be available.



5:00-6:30

6:30-9:30- 

Thursday,  June 30, 2005

8:00-8:30

8:30-8:45

8:45-10:30     SELECT  1

Dinner Theater- (casual  meal provided) 
The Twig Family 
performed by Deborah Costine of The Gerwick Puppets 

plus Videos, Exhibit, Store, Sharing

INTERNATIONAL ARTISTS SHARE EXPERTISE SELECT 1

One day Registration       Store Open

Welcome

Farryl Hadari Chair Arts Studies,  Division of the Seminar 
Hakibbutzim College in Tel Aviv Israel

Puppets as a Means of Intervention in Therapeutic and Education Situations
This is a workshop based on the power of the puppet to be a tool for inter-
vention. Since the puppet represents real life without being alive, it is an
excellent vessel for projection. Participants in this workshop will be taught to
identify the issues and emotions projected onto the puppet and to develop a
safe zone for dealing with and discussing them. In other words, this is a
method of speaking puppetry!

Wendy Passmore-Godfrey. Calgary, B.C Founder WP Puppet Theater
Puppets Link to Curriculum Areas
Demonstration of many and varied ways to use puppets to support curricu-
lum areas. Ideas include; Early Peoples through “Natural Puppets”;
Buoyancy through  “Vietnamese Water Puppets"; Electricity through “Lamp
Lady and Battery Pack Man”; Water Conservation "Through Shadow
Puppets";  and more. We will also 'walk through'  a sample lesson and par-
ticipants will get a chance to see how the connections are made as  as well as
construct  and 'share' their puppets.  Materials fee $3.00

Ronni Gertzel Flamingo Park Puppets, Florida 
" Aw a rd for Outstanding Collaboration" with the Center for Cre a t i v e
Education.
Shadow Puppets-  Stories of Puppetry and the Multiple Intelligences

This hands-on-shadow puppet workshop focuses on H o w a rd Gard n e r ’ s
Theory of Multiple Intelligences and how it applies to the art of puppetry in
the classroom. It will begin with a demonstration illustrating the
seven multiple intelligences, followed by the "MI Match Game" review.
There will be presentation of the history of Shadow puppetry and examples
of uses of shadow puppetry in the elementary classroom. Participants will
create shadow puppets and make an impromptu science lesson.



12 ways a puppet partner can enhance the sensory and perceptual experiences of storytelling will be pre-
sented with examples, along with an overview of the principles of oral storytelling. Participants will design
their own (soulmate) puppet partner and apply the concepts presented.

10:30-10:45

10:45-12:15

12:15-1:00

1:00-2:00 

Join us on this madcap musical journey from the farm to the big city and back again. Crabgrass Puppet
Theatre presents this story of tolerance and cooperation with enchanting and whimsical marionettes and a
hilarious musical score!  Thrown off their farms because they are too old to work, three animals form a
singing group and set off for the big city to make it in show biz. The town of Bremen is holding a contest to
find the official Bremen Town Musicians, and the animals are determined to show that they can still be of
use. They don't sound so great individually, but when they combine their talents, watch out, Backstreet
Boys! On their way to Bremen, the animals run into a nasty bunch of robbers (who are also set on winning
the contest). While outsmarting the robbers, the animals discover that everyone has a special talent and that
only by working together can they achieve their dreams.

Open to the public- Tickets $10.00 ($5 groups of 20 +) can be purchased through the Rogers Center for the
Performing Arts box office with a Visa, MasterCard or Discover, call the Rogers Center for the Arts Box
Office at 978-837-5355,     Monday-Friday 10AM -4 PM.

Sheila Harris Remsen. NY. Telling Times, Storyteller/educator
Puppet Partners for Storytelling; alter ego/soulmate

Store and Exhibit open

Select 1

Lunch

Performance
Bremen Town Musicians
Crabgrass Puppet Theatre

Sharon Peck PHD Professor of literacy, SUNY Genesco, NY
Connecting Literacy Standards to Puppet Projects
Participants will explore the ways in which puppetry in the classroom can
i m p rove student reading, writing, listening, speaking and thinking skills.
Participants will explore easy projects that their students could replicate in the
classroom, including shadow puppetry and table top puppetry. Puppets are a
dynamic media for enhancing literacy instruction.

Sparky Davis Cranston, RI.  Sparky’s Puppets
Folktales---From Page to Stage 
Learn how to lead students in dramatizing folktales of several different genres:
"trickster tales", "teaching tales" and fables. Using a variety of puppet types
(hand, rod, shadow, and stick), participants will perform stories for one another.
There will be tips on defining character and making puppets and stages for the
classroom.



2:00-3:00 

2:15-5:30

2:15-3:45

3:45-4:00

4:00-5:30

5:30-6:00   Institute evaluation, PDP certificates

Store and exhibit open to the public

Three Hour Construction Construction (spans two workshop sessions)

Last call for Store and Exhibit

SELECT  1

Agusta Agustusson Artist, Toy Theater designer, Educator
Abracadabra  A Collapsible Toy Theater /add pop up scenery
Limit 12    materials fee $ 10.00
“Toy Theater Magic"     Construct a versatile and collapsible toy the-
ater out of foam core to bring back for use in your classroom. It
stores flat, but is ready to set up at a moments notice for classroom
productions. The theater can be used with many styles of puppets
and scenery. Adding pop up scenery will be an option. Let your stu-
dents "strut and fret upon the stage".

Paul Vincent Davis Artist in Residence Puppet Showplace Theater,  Brookline,
MA and an internationally acclaimed award winning solo puppeteer.
Playwriting for the Puppet Theatre
This workshop will use fairy-folk tales like " Little Red Riding hood", "Jack and
the Beanstalk" and others, and, through open discussions, determine the many
variations and possibilities; SPECTACLE, SCRIPTING AND PARTICIPATION.
There will be some stage work throughout, with hand puppets which will be
provided, and there will time for problem solving, questions and answers, and
open discussion.

Diane Kordas Musician, educator, puppeteer
Puppets and Music-The Dynamic Duo!
Explore why music and puppets are a Dynamic Duo. By the end of the work-
shop, participants will be able to use at least 3 songs that include puppets and
incorporate 3 learning styles, Auditory, Visual and Kinesthetic into a teaching les-
son. They will have sample lessons plans for integrating music into the class-
room, explore ways to enhance literacy and language arts through puppets and
music, and see how music and puppets can help with behavior management. A
variety of puppets will be shown.

Rebecca Saunders PHD, faculty UMass Boston, Lesley Univ.
How to create a character as you build one
As participants work on creating the characters with cloth and materials pro-

vided, they will begin to imagine the names, favorite foods, job, where they come
from, where they live now, etc. Then voices are added and the puppets interview
one another in groups of two and three. The interviews may develop into short
scenes.Participants will take home a puppet with a personality. Materials $3.00



Friday, July 1, 2005        
A Day of  Workshopsfor Puppeteers and Teacher Trainers
Sharon Peck PHD, facilitator 

Directions to the Learning Tree Store 62B Montvale Ave, Stoneham, Ma. Exit 36 off route
93- Montvale Ave, Stoneham, The store is on the right in the Montvale Plaza.

Note: Schedule may have slight changes

Directions to the Rogers Center for the Performing Arts at Merrimack College, Andover, MA.  
(978) 837-5355. Rogers Center Box Office RogersCenter@merrimack.edu 

From Boston and Logan Airport: Route 93 North to exit 41, Route 125 to Andover/North Andover. Campus
is on the left at intersection of Routes 125 and 114. Approximately 25 minutes to campus. 

From Metrowest Boston: Route I-95 North (128) to Exit 37B (Route 93 North). Follow Route 93 North to Exit
41, Route 125 Andover/North Andover. Campus is on left at intersection of Routes 125 and 114. 

From Points North: Route 95 South to 495 South (traveling from Maine) or Route 93 South or 3 South to 495
North (traveling from New Hampshire) exit 42A. Follow Route 114 toward Middleton, one mile to
Merrimack campus.

From Southern New England: Massachusetts Turnpike (Route 90) to Auburn exit, Route 290 East to 495
North to exit 42A. Follow Route 114 toward Middleton, one mile to campus.

Registration Policies: 

ON-LINE REGISTRATION Full payment or purchase order is due upon registration. Registration may be
done on line through the Learning Tree Store,  www.tltree.com . This is a secure site. 

REGISTRATION BY MAIL Print out, fill out and send the registration form to: 
PEMI- Puppet Showplace Theatre
32 Station Street, Brookline MA 02445

Checks should be made out to “Puppet Showplace Theatre”, with PEMI written in the notes area.
Early Registrations received by April 30th receive by a $10.00 discount. 

Sharing and discussion for puppeteers and anyone who works in Puppetry in Education/Therapy.

Held at the Learning Tree Store, Montvale Ave, Stoneham, MA.  
781-438-8101      www.tltree.com



PDP’s, Day Certificates and Graduate Credit
PEM is a 2 day Institute and registrants for the full two days and 1 evening will receive 20 PDP’s. This

Institute will give participants an in depth experience in using puppets in educational settings and provide
a foundation for teaching in innovative and dynamic ways.

People may select to attend for one day only and receive a certificate of completion at the end of the day.
Participants may also select to attend only the Evening Extension, in depth puppetry and receive a certifi-
cate of attendance.

Participants may apply to receive One Graduate Credit through the Northeast Consortium for Staff
Development/ Salem State College. The cost of the Graduate credit is $150.00.  To register contact Judith
O’Hare, graduate course facilitator at jaohare@gis.net  or call 781-944-0965. 

Please read and bring the following!

Please bring scissors, hot glue gun, stapler for construction projects. You are invited to put puppets into the
exhibit and take part in the Sharing session. Please bring student or teacher made puppets or scenic ele-
ments. Also bring any information, written work, or a video to share with participants.



June 29-30, 2005 held at the Rogers Center, Merrimack College, Andover, MA
20 PDP’s, graduate credit option through Northeast Consortium/Salem State, College

1 day registration available June 29 or 30.  Certificate of attendance.  Evening extension
July 1    Day of  Training, Skill Building and Sharing for Puppeteers and Teacher Trainers 

Name:_________________________________Address________________________________________________
City____________________State________Zip_________ Phone(s) _____________________________________ 
E-mail____________________________________________ Soc Sec # for PDP’s__________________________
Area of specialty Education/Therapy/ Grade______________________________________________________

Credit card #______________________________________   Expiration date_____________
Signature _____________________________________________________________________

Please Note!
Checks should be made out to “Puppet Showplace Theatre”, with PEMI written in the notes area.

Partial Scholarships available. Request information when you register.
For information about the graduate credit option, contact Judith O’Hare

781-944-0965 or jaohare@gis.net 

Register on line: The Learning Tree Store www.tltree.com 
Or by mail send to: Puppet Showplace Theatre 32 Station St.  Brookline, MA 02445

For Information contact:
Judith O’Hare jaohare@gis.net    781-944-0965   www.youandmepuppets.com or

Puppet Showplace Theatre info@puppetshowplace.org 617-731-6400  www.puppetshowplace.org

REGISTRATION FORM

I am registering for full Institute  (20 PDP’s )  
I am registering for full Institute as PEM alumnus, BAGOP member or PofA Member 
I am registering for 1 day, Wednesday June 29-     certificate of attendance only  
I am registering for 1 day Thursday  June 30 -  certificate of attendance only          
(Wednesday evening included in either 1 day registration)
Wednesday evening Workshop with the Author or Construction Workshop 6-9 pm              
I want to attend the July 1- Puppeteer Puppetry in Ed and Therapy Training Day  (only)           
I am a Student  accompanied by an adult     

Subtotal
I will need lodging on campus          $28 per night double   $36 per night single
Tues ____   Wed ____   Thurs ____    I would like a  double_____    single _____         Lodging
Roomate preference, if any ______________________________________________              
Early registration discount- subtract  $10.00  if registered by April 30th, 2005             Discount

TOTAL

$185.00
$160.00
$110.00
$110.00

$  40.00
$  40.00
$100.00
______

______

______

______

____
____
____
____

____
____
____

____

____


